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Blrthday Blues

Rosalie Hill — This North Mississippi Hills
Blues singer and guitarist was born on
September 25, 1910, in Como, Mississippi
located in the North Mississippi Hill

Country and died at age 58 on October 22,
1968, Senatobia, Mississippi. Rosalie Hill
(Rose Lee) was the daughter of Hill
Country’s blind musical patriarch Sid
Hemphill. Rosalie’s two sisters - Sidney

and Virgie - also played as well as her

niece Jesse Mae Hemphill (Virgie’s daugh-
ter). Rosalie’s father taught her to play gui-
tar at age 6 and began performing at
dances with her father by age 10. When

her father died in 1961, Rosalie stopped
playing for a few years to work as a share-
cropper with her husband. When their

home burned down, they moved to a shack.
All of her life she lived in poverty. In 2006 Fat
Possum records reissued her record Rosa Lee Hill and Friends.

“The harder it get me, the higher | hold my head, See, | don’t hold my head down
and just grieve, | hold my head up. And that makes me feel better. See, if you fall,
don’t wallow, get up. And hold your head up. When it’s hard for you, look up. Don’t
look down, look up. That's a good way to be, ain’t it?"- (recorded by George Mitchell)

Photo by Alan Lomax: Rosalie Hill (guitar) and
her sister Sidney Hemphill on Fred McDowell’s
porch, Como, MS, 9/22/1959

Leo

July 24- August 23:

8/1/53 — Robert Cray, Columbus, GA
8/1/57 - Dietra Farr, Chicago, IL

8/2/1844 — Pork Miller, Burkeville, VA
8/3/15 — Mercy Dee Walton, Waco, TX
8/3/62 — Joanna Connor, Brooklyn, NY
8/6/1900 — Willie Brown, Cleveland, MS
8/6/22 — Willie Nix, Memphis, TN

8/7/17 — Mose Vinson, Holly Springs, MS
8/7/23 — Jimmie Witherspoon, Gordon, AR
8/7/44 — Denny Freeman, Orlando, FL
8/8/62 — Deak Harp, New Jersey

8/8/1900 — Lucky Millinder, Anniston, AL
8/8/33 — Joe Tex, Rogers, TX

8/12/17 — Big Walter Price, Gonzales, TX
8/12/20 — Percy Mayfield, Minden, CA
8/12/52 — Terry “Big T” Williams, Farrell, MS
8/13/19 — Baby Boy Warren, Lake
Providence, LA

8/13/21 — Jimmy McCracklin, St. Louis, MO
8/13/21 — Son Seals, Osceola, AR

8/16/28 — Eddie Kirkland, Dothan, AL
8/17/39 — Luther Allison, Widener, AR
8/18/28 — Barkin’ Bill Smith, Cleveland, MS
8/19/36 — Little Johnny Christian,
Cleveland, MS

8/21/31 — Roscoe Shelton, Lynchburg, TN
8/22/10 — Addie “Sweet Peas” Spivey,
Houston, TX

8/22/11 — Kate McTell, Savannah, GA
8/22/17 — John Lee Hooker, Clarksdale, MS

Virgo

August 24 — September 22:

8/23/1903 — Ruby Smith, New York, NY
8/24/1905 — Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup,
Forest, MS

8/24/15 — Wynonie Harris, Omaha, NE
8/26/1902 — Jimmy Rushing, Oklahoma
City, OK

8/28/1903 — Mary “Diamond Teeth Mary”

McClain, Logan City, WV

8/29/20 — Charlie Parker, Kansas City, KS
8/29/24 — Dinah Washington, Tuscaloosa,
AL

8/30/13 — Olive Brown, St. Louis, MO
9/1/40 — Johnny Moore, West Point, MS
9/2/14 - Booker T. Laury, Memphis, TN
9/3/24 — Charlie Booker, Moorhead, MS
9/3/34 —Freddie King, Gilmer, TX

9/4/18 — Archie Edwards, Union Hall, VA
9/5/1907 — Albert “Sunnyland Slim”
Laundrew, Vance, MS

9/6/36 — Ollie Nightingale, Batesville, MS
9/7/34 - Little Milton, Inverness, MS
9/10/25 — Roy Brown, New Orleans, LA
9/10/51 — Johnny Rawls, Purvis, MS
9/11/40 — Walter “Wolfman” Belfour, Holly
Springs, MS

9/13/22 — Charles Brown, Texas City, TX
9/15/11 - Silas Hogan, Westover, LA
9/16/25 — BB King, Indianola, MS
9/16/26 — Fred Below, Chicago, IL
9/16/35 — Billy Boy Arnold, Chicago, IL
9/17/31 — Eddie Burks, Greenwood, MS
9/18/29 — Louis Myers, Byhalia, MS
9/19/1887 - Lovie Austin

9/20/30 - Eddie Bo, New Orleans, LA
9/22/55 — Hash Brown, Texas

Libra

September 23 - October 22:

9/23/34 - Little Joe Blue, Vicksburg, MS
9/24/24 - Alden “Tarheel Slim” Bunn, Bailey,
NC

9/25/10 - Rosa Lee Hill, Como, MS
9/25/36 — Booba Barnes, Longwood, MS
9/27/27 - George “Earring” Mayweather,
Tilly's Mills, AL

9/28/10 — Houston Stackhouse, Wesson,
MS

9/28/35 - Koko Taylor, Memphis, TN
9/30/30 - Eddie Bo, New Orleans, LA
9/30/35 — ZZ Hill, Naples, TX

9/30/51 — Sarah Brown, Evanston, IL
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- The Adven‘rures Of Sigdr:. Y-
- And Junior on the Radlo Free

- Amsterdam-John Sinclair Show. -
-Go to http://www. blgctfybluesmag com/ for directlinks to These shows_ :

R Episode 1026 “The Raven Speaks”

FRESH Episode 1003 is CD Sampler #33 from Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine
featuring Robert Jr. & Sugar Mae, Jose Ramirez, Larry McCray, Henri Herbert,
Dave Keyes, John Sinclair & Tom Worrell, Chris Canas, John Primer, Jinmy
Johnson, Joseph Veloz, Mud Morganfield, Peter Veleska & the Blues Train, Little
Freddie King, and Todd Sharpville.
https:/radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-1003-fresh/

Bobby Rush & Mizz Lowe Take My Love Show 991, December 24, 2022
Https://radioamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show--991-take-my-love/
BONESHAKERS SHOW 988 Cass Corridor, Detroit, December 5, 2022 [23017]
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-988-boneshakers/
Night Time Is The Right Time-Songs from Big City Blues Sampler #32
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-970-night-time-is-the-right-time/
Every Day Of Your Life—Jimmy Johnson
https:/Iradiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-913-every-day-of-your-life/
California Dreaming
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-901-california-dreaming/
100 Years Of Blues
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-886-100-years-of-blues/
Music from Big City Rhythm & Blues Sampler #28
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-282-happy-to-have-the-blues/
Bobby Rush Rawer Than Raw
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-883-rawer-than-raw-2/
Bettye LaVette and her brand new album for Verve Records Blackbirds
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-875-blackbirds/

Music from guitarist Lurrie Bell’s album Let’s Talk About Love
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-871-lets-talk-about-love/
Music from new album by the Back Track Blues Band
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-862-joy-joy-joy/

The new album by Sugaray Rayford
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-861-somebody-save-me/
An hour of music from the Sampler #27 (2020)
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-860-i-like-it-like-that/
Featuring the new album by Tinsley Ellis
https:/radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-857-ice-cream-in-hell/
Music by drummer Kenny “Beady Eyes” Smith
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-855-beady-eyes-2/
Music and conversation with bluesman Larry McCray
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-850-believe-it

Music and conversation with Thornetta Davis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-849-honest-woman/
Toronzo Cannon conversation at the Token Lounge in Detroit.
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-830-sweet-sweet-sweet/
Baton Rouge bluesman Kenny Neal, Tab Benoit, Billy Branch, and Mitch Woods
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-822-neal-and-prey/
North Mississippi drummer, vocalist & bandleader Cedric Burnside
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-821-please-tell-it-baby/
Conversation with guitarist and singer Samantha Fish
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-820-chills-fever/
Interview with singer & guitarist Jonathan Long at JazzFest
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-810-shine-your-love/
Sugar and Junior from Clarksdale, Misissippi with Charlie Musselwhite
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-807-clarksdale-boogie/
Big Ciity Rhythm & Blues Magazine CD Sampler #25
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-792-on-the-road-to-nowhere/
George Porter Jr. at New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-761-meterman/

Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to the shows
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BIG CITY BLUES SUMMER
ART SALE!

AR’I‘W()RK BY

ROBERT JR WHITALL
Originals and Prints are available.
Please visit: The ArtRoom at
www.bigcitybluesmag.com or email
blues @bigcitybluesmag.com or call 248-582-1544

Fappy to Have the Blues
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Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine Sampler #35 - 2024

Got My Mojo Working Again!

Been to Louisiana and got me a mojo hand and a John the Conqueror Root.
Both are talismans used in the creation of a mojo. A good mojo can attract love,
luck and energy. | have three John the Conquerors and they help me to get park-
ing spaces in New York City and Chicago, a miracle indeed! In love you need
mojo too. You must have your mojo going to attract love. | have been lucky for 25
years with Sugar.

“Got Mojo?” features my portrait of Muddy Waters at the Stovall Plantation near
Clarksdale, Mississippi where he started and where he ended up at Chess
Records in Chicago. One of my favorite Muddy Waters songs is “Got My Mojo
Workin'” and has inspired this CD Sampler. Take Muddy's word for it and “Get
your mojo workin’!”

“Got Mojo?” CD Sampler #35 helps the participating musicians to get their
“Mojo Workin'” with their music on the sampler. “Got Mojo?” has artists from
Mississippi, Pennsylvania, the UK, Florida, Saginaw, Michigan, Detroit, Indiana,
Wisconsin, New Orleans, California and Burdickville, Michigan. Please support
these hard working musicians, check-out their work on their websites and buy
their music.

Thank-you for subscribing and | hope you enjoy “Got Mojo?” as much as we do.
See you down the road, take the high road, if you come to a crossroads - take it,
may the river be with you, may the wind be at your back, surf's up, mahola, aloha
and don't forget to boogie.

Hope, peace, love & happiness,

Best, Robert Jr. Whitall

1. Handsome Bob, Sugar
and Junior
“Mojo Working” (0:58)

5. Billy Davis
“Troubled Shoes” (5:04)
Detroit Blues Factory Vol. 1

Big City Rhythm & Blues Blues Factory Records
Magazine’s CD Sampler #35 The Billy Davis Rhythm
www.bigcitybluesmag.com Machine Band FB

We “Got Mojo?”

Yes we do!

2. Bobby Rush

“I'm Free” (4:12)

All My Love For You

Deep Rush Records
www.bobbyrushblues
man.com

BOBBY
RUSH
ALL MY LOVE
FOR YOU

Bobby Rush lifts us up with
“I'm Free,” his opening track
on his new record “All My
Love For You.”

3. Larry McCray

“Blues Without You” (5:07)
Blues Without You
Keeping The Blues Alive
Records

larrymccraylive.com

Larry McCray's title track,
that memorializes his man-
ager Paul Koch who died
suddenly, is a classic.

4.The Kinsey Report
“Nobody’s Fault” (3:05)

I'll Be Standing

RDK Records
www.kinseyreportband.com

i o
STANDING

Released a few years ago,
“Nobody’s Fault” is dedicat-

ed to our brother - drummer
and artist Ralph Kinsey who

died on 1/16/2024.
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Legendary leader Billy
Davis has paid his dues and
is the real deal!

6. Anthony Rosano and
the Conqueroos
“Rosalita” (4:44)

Cheat The Devil
Whiskey Bayou Records
www.anthonyrosano.com

Produced by Tab Benoit,
Anthony Rosano’s “Rosalita”
connects with his beautiful
voice and fluid guitar.

7. Peter Veteska & Blues
Train

“Slow Down You Crazy Fool”
(3:59)

Full Titt

Blue Heart Records
www.petervetesk ablues
train.com

Pete Veteska reaches way
down in the blues with this
original and accentuates
with his excellent guitar
work.

8. Cassius King & the
Downtown Rulers

“Last Call For The Blues”
(4:04)

Last Call For The Blues
Nomad Eel Records

o

RTHE BLUES

www.thedowntown
rulers.com

Cassius King & the
Downtown Rulers have it all
together on their new title
track “Last Call For The
Blues” - great musicianship!

9.The Cinelli Brothers
“Lucky Star” (4:38)
Almost Exactly...

The Cinelli Brothers
cinellibrothers.com

THE
CINELLI
BROTHER/

Fresh new happy music
from The Cinelli Brothers
are currently touring Europe

and are ready to jump the
pond and come to your city.

10. Hex Highway

Blues Band

“You Leavin’ Did Me Good”
(4:22),

Hex Highway Blues Band
Live

Self-Produced
www.hexhighwayblues
band.com

A powerful trio, Hex

Hex Highway Blues Band Lfve
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Highway Blues Band’s infec-
tious music will put a spell
on you and get you up and
feeling good.

11. Paul Filipowicz

“Old Time Superstition”
(4:08)

Pier 43

Big Jake Records
www.paulfilipowicz.com
Doesn’t get much better
than Paul Filipowicz's guitar
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Get the 2024 Big City Blues Sampler CD #35
FREE when you subscribe (or renew) plus more
bonus deals aveailable!

BIG CITY
R}ty Hum &

Sampler #36 2024

13. Kenny Claiborne &
Blood From A Stone

“It's All Over Now” (2:35)
Kenny Clairborne & Blood
From A Stone

Radio Marigny
radiomarigyn @ gmail.com
A New Orleanian born and

and vocals that will get a
hold on you and wanting
more!

12. Rare Union

“Times They Always
Change” (3:57)

Times They Always Change
Self-Produced
https://rareunionband.com/

»RARE UN LN

& i from 1 Siem g

&

raised, Radio Marigny
founder, see him performing
live on Frenchmen St. at
Favela Chic

14. Winestoned Cowboys
“Little Failure” (3:48)
Live At The Old Miami

TIMES THEVY
ALWAYS CHANGE

Rare Union’s new “Time
They Always Change” is
their second release — a per-
cussion-driven blues rock
gem.

Floridian blues to warm you

brought them together and |
are ready now to start mak- up:

ing some trouble with their 19, Handsome Bob, Sugar

Lucky Dog Records
maytiowerbooksnop.com
It's great to have our own

psychic musician on “Got tongue-in-cheek lyrics. and Junior

Mojo?” with a new twist on . “Mojo Works” (0:39)

“Happy Birthday You” ch}iﬁx fgﬁ:sr ¢ @19 Big City Atyihm & Bles

17. Luck and Trouble So Good To Be Bad Magazine’s CD Sampler #35

www.bigcitybluesmag.com

“One Hit Blunder (3:43) Pandisc Records Our Moio | i

Bob’s Birthday Concert Joey Gilmore FB , “rl 0j0 IS working over-
Hanzie Records A perfect way to wrapup ~ me!And you can keep your
www.hanzierecords.com “Got Mojo?” with Blues & Mojo Workin' by subscribing

to Big City Rhythm & Blues

Brian Blush and Bob )
Magazine.

Monteleone believe that luck

R&B master Joey Gilmore’s
“| Got The Blues” - hot

To sign up for participation on our
samplers contact Robert Jr Whitall

Subscription Order Form is on next page

Melody Lane Records
Winestoned Cowboys FB
The Winestoned Cowboys
are blazing a trail throughout
the Detroit original music
scene featuring the “cosmic
country” songs of singer/
multi-instrumentalist Matt
Shovel Horne.

Bonus Big City Blues Sampler CDs!

Limited quantity get them while supplies last.

15. Burdickville Boys
“Leave My Water Alone”
(3:07)

Leave My Water Alone
Tuesday Night Records
Dedicated to FL.O.W.
www.fortheloveof
water.org, & -

Fresh
Sampler # 33 2023

Thw Raven SpeaksSampler
# 34 2023

Night Time Is Right Time
Sampler # 32 2022

S

Califoraia Dreaming

T~ LAl

The Burdickville Boys are
spreading the word to pro-
tect the Great Lakes.

16. Robert Thibodeau &
the Detroit Jewels

“Happy Birthday You” (2:51)
New Hippy Love

= "
“Caiifornia Dreaming”
Sampler # 29 2021

Goin Up The Country

“Mojo Hand”
Sampler # 31 2022

Sampler # 30 2021
More bonus samplers available, see list in subscription order form on page 59.

Call 248-582-1544 or email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Store open now at www.bigcitybluesmag.com

Aug.-Sept. 2024 » Big City Rhythm & Blues 61
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Love
Blues?

Big Bonus subscription deals:
Order online at www.bigcitybluesmeag.com

¢ 1 Year Subscrgplion
* (Bissues) @ $45 an %gt the new Sampler #35 CD Got Mojo?

¢ 2 Year Subscription (12 issues) @ $80 and get the new
Satmpler #35 CD Got Mojo? plus your choice of ONE of these bonus
extras:

¢ 1 more Sampler CD or

¢ g BCB 61/49 T-shirt or

¢ Send a one year subscription to a friend or

¢ Add one more year to subscription

o NEW- 8x10 art print

¢ 3 Year Subscription (18 issues) @ $120 and get

the new Sampler #35 CD Got Mojo? plus your choice of ONE bonus

extra:

¢ 2 more sampler CDs or * 1 more sampler CD & BCB 61/49 T-shirt or

¢ 0 BCB Island Shirt or ® a BCB Workshirt
¢ NEW- 8x10 art print

¢ 5 Year Subscription (30issues) @ $175 and get
every new Sampler CD released (twice a year or more) and
BCB 61/49 T-shirt or ¢ a BCB Island Shirt or ¢ a BCB Workshirt

¢ Special Lifetime Subscription @ $550 Get all BiBg City
Blues Samplers, a BCB 61/49 T-shirt, BCB Island Shirt, BC

Don’t miss these bonus deals by sending check, money order or credit cards to:

Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, Ml 48068-1805

1 SUBSCRIBE FOR ONE YEAR (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler CD #35

1 SUBSCRIBE FOR TWO YEARS (12 issues) @ $80 and get the new Sampler CD #35 plus

your choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:

1 more sampler CD (choose CDs from list below) or Get a T-shirt

BCB 61/49 T-shirt - circle color/size Black White M L XL XXL XXXL

Or send a one year subscription to a friend. (Include their name and address)

Or add one more year to your subscription without a bonus

Or 8x10 art print (See page 63 indicate choice)

0 SUBSCRIBE FOR THREE YEARS (18 issues) @ $120 and get the new Sampler CD #35
plus choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:

1 1 more sampler CD and a BCB 61/49 T-shirt (Indicate choice, color and size above)

1 Or 2 more sampler CDs

0 Or a BCB Island Shirt ora 0 BCB Workshirt Circlesize M L XL XXL

] 9 Or 8x10 art print (See page 63 indicate choice

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

1 QO NEW! SUBSCRIBE FOR FIVE YEARS (30 issues) @ $175 and get all the new Big City Blues

plers as they are rel 1 (twice a year) and 0 BCB T-shirt or 0 BCB Island Shirt
I or O a BCB Workshirt (Indicate colors and sizes above)
I O LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION @ $550 Get Big City Blues Samplers, BCB T-shirt, BCB Island

Workshirt.

—p—

Blues Wear!

Subsctribe

or huy!

2 or 3 Year
subscriptions
can get a t-shirt
or are availahle
for sale helow!

City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s
Island Shirt!” Get yours free
when you subscribe!

NEW! Free Robert Jr signed Dr John

{ I nec Terrance Simien
8x10 Art Prints with Subscriptions High Noon at Midnight at the
Free w/ 2 yr subscription the Crossroads Crossroads

Free w/ 3 yr subscription
See ad facing page (63) for selections
email: blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

61/49 T-shirt black
or white $30

6149 JEWELRY Sterling Silver |
necklace or pin ON SALE $100 '

Visit our Roadhouse Store at

www.bigcitybluesmag.com

to see more bonus selections and to order
online and use Credit Cards with PayPal.
Or use this order form below by mail or
email your order with your choices, colors
and size to blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
to pay by PayPal Invoice.

For credit card over the phone 248-582-1544

1 Shirt, BCB Workshirt. USA ONLY 1 Send check, money order or credit card information to: 1
] For details email blues @bigcitybluesmag.com . . . i 1 Big City Blues, PO. Box 1805, Royal Oak, Ml 48068-1805 check & circle choices |
1 All subscriptions, bonus CDs & Blues Gear are mailed First Class in protective 1 . . . . .

1 %rlj]velope angDhanlin‘ chasrgeslinc(l:l.e)defd. ge&mspler detgils.a:vwww.bigcitybluesmag.com 0 6149 Sterling Silver Necklace $100 o0 6149 Sterling Silver Pin $100 1

oose your CDs from these Sampler CDs for year subscriptions. .

] 01CD Sampler #34 The Raven Speaks j 061/49 T-shirt $30 Blk or Wht - M L XL XXL XXXL :
] 2 CD Sampler #33 Fresh 0 CD Sampler #32 Night Time la The Right Time ] Qlsland shirt $50 M L XL XXL o Workshirt $50 ML XL XXL 1
1 g gg g::z::: :z; g:|iirf‘;,:$aTg$e2:nl::;ry a%% ssaaﬁizlzrrizos ':gi:p;k:deave the Blues : S & H for USA/Canada included. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. While supplies last. 1
: 0 CD Sampler #27 I Like It Like That 0 CD Sampler #26 What Would Junior Do? I (OutS|.de USA & Canada ?Ius Shipping & Handling) (Mich. residents add 6% sales tax) :
1 2 CD Sampler #25 On the Road to Nowhere 0 CD Sampler #24 Finger Lickin’ Good 1 (Credit Card surcharge will be added ) Amount enclosed I
1 1 CD Sampler #23 We Jukin’ Here! 1 CD Sampler #22 Summer Of Love 1 name 1
1 (add $50 USD per year outside USA) (add $10 USD per year for Canada) 1 1
J (Credit Card surcharge will be added) Total amount ] address I
1 name : city state zp_ 1
I address 1 email :
1 city state zip_ 1
1 email Phone# : Credit Card # I
: Credit Card # 1 Expiration Date ____ Security Code __ :
1 il ﬁ Expiration Date _____ Security Code ______ 1 ) ﬁ Billing Zip Code __ __ |
1 : Billing Zip Code __ __ 1 g 1
1 2 Qa Qa Qa Allow 4-6 weeks delivery. While supplies last. 1 1 1
L e e i o  — —————————————————————

o
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All photos by Shirley Mae Owens unless otherwise credited

Baker Brooks broihers Wuyne & Ronnie klckmg off the Chicago Blues Fest! 6/6/24

And I Ain't Lyin"!

fter driving 5 hours from Detroit,
ASugar arrived just in time to find a

perfect parking spot across the
street in front of the historic Ramova
Theatre, 3520 S. Halsted St. for the 2024
Chicago Blues Festival kick off on June
6th with Ronnie Baker Brooks and
Shemekia Copeland. The Ramova
Theatre first opened in 1929 and closed
in 1985. Newly reopened in the
High energy M. Sipp got everyone on
their feet as he danced through the Jay

Pritzker Pavillion, Chicago Blues Fest,
6/7/24.

Bridgeport community on the South Side
of Chicago, the Ramova Theatre got a lot
of help from developers Tyler and Emily
Nevius who live nearby and took the
reins in backing the Ramova’s rehabilita-
tion. Sugar had a front row seat and
enjoyed every minute. Chicago Blues
Fest’s biggest blues fan and emcee Tom
Marker began the show with Ronnie
Baker Brooks who is always a showstop-
per working the crowd with his hot guitar

Herman Hines, Chicago Blues Festival,
6/8/24

64 Big City Rhythm & Blues ® Aug.-Sept. 2024
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Shemeklu Copeland, Chicago Blues
Fest, Rumova Theater, 6/6/24

and bringing his blues brothers Wayne
Baker Brooks and Billy Branch to join him
on stage. At intermission Sugar was sur-
prised to find Kingfish just hanging out in
the lobby taking photos with fans. Up next
was the stunning 45-year-old vocalist
Shemekia Copeland, who once lived in
the Windy City. She did not disappoint as
she brought it - her very soulful organic
blues - to a very appreciative audience.
After the show Sugar drove by the White
Sox ballpark and got on the freeway and
again found a perfect parking spot right in
front of Reggie’s where an All-Star

(orey Harris opening up an evening of
blues at the Chicago Blues Fest's Jay
Pritzker Pavilion, 6/7/24.

Harmonica Blast was happening. Then
she met Bob O Walesa at Buddy Guy’s
Legends to help her distribute 50 boxes
of magazines during the Chicago Blues
Festival to various clubs around the city.
Sugar began the next morning at the
secured Millennium Park at noon where
she walked from the Millennium garage to
the Chicago Blues Festival’s Visit
Mississippi Juke Joint Stage that Nora
Jean Wallace kicked off then Sugar
caught Lil’ Jimmy Reed, Keith Johnson
& The Big Muddy Band and Luke Pytel
Band with Laretha Weathersby. It was a
beautiful evening at the modern stainless
steel ribboned Jay Pritzker Pavillion
with Corey Harris, Mr. Sipp and The
Jimmy Rogers Centennial Tribute
began with Kim Wilson, Jimmy D. Lane,
Kenny “Boss Blues” Wayne, Bob
Margolin, Dr. Sebastian Lane, Felton
Crews and Kenny “Beedy Eyes” Smith.

Toronzo Cannon & Mike Wheeler! Chicago Blues Festival, 6/8/24
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Buddy Guy’s last Chicago Blues Fest,
6/9/24

On Saturday Sugar saw Mzz Reese and
Reese’s Pieces, Al Spears & The
Hurricane Project with Herman Hines,
Vino Louden, Melvin Taylor, Southern
Avenue, Vanessa Collier featuring
Laura Chavez and a grand Centennial
Tribute to Dinah Washington. After the
festival Sugar found and stopped in at the
newly-renovated South Side club Lee’s
Unleaded with Lil’ Ed & The Blues
Imperials. On Sunday it was a big crowd
for Chicago Blues Fest's headliner Buddy
Guy. So, Sugar found a shady spot and
listened to the Southern Komfort Brass
Band and Jonathan Ellison & The RAS
Blues Band. Sugar got to her seat early
for an exciting evening of blues beginning
with a Centennial Tribute to Otis Spann
featuring Johnny Iguana, Roosevelt
Purifoy, Ric “Miss Lee” Kanehira,

Robert Randolph, Blues On The Fox, Aurora, IL 6/14/24
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Sumito “Ariyo” Ariyoshi, Oscar Wilson,
Bob Stroger, Billy Flynn and Kenny
“Beedy Eyes” Smith followed by the
Cash Box Kings. Then the big finale of
the weekend, (and it was an overwhelm-
ing standing-room-only crowd for 88-year-
old) Buddy Guy’s last performance at
the Chicago Blues Fest. Mr. Guy always
surrounds himself with great musicians -
not only his band but also joining him this
evening was Ronnie Baker Brooks,
Shemekia Copeland, Billy Branch and
Wayne Baker Brooks.

The next weekend Sugar managed to
rally to drive 6 hours to set up a Big City
Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s booth at
the Blues on The Fox in Aurora, IL next
to the Fox River with the historic Leland

Roosevelt Purifoy performed for the Centennial Tribute to Otis Spann with Kenny
"Beedy Eyes," peeking over the piano, Chicago Blues Fest, 6/9/24.

10

Hotel towering in the distance, the festival
featured Toronzo Cannon, Robert
Randolph, Wayne Baker Brooks, Guy
King, Joanne Shaw Taylor and Big
Head Todd and The Monsters. Thank-
you David Glynn and Jim Jarvis for set-
ting up a jumbo screen toast to Robert
Jr. Whitall and thanks to Bob O Walesa
and Paula Staiger for your help too! And
thank you to all of the wonderful Blues on
The Fox happy fans for subscribing!
Subscribe now at www.bigcityblues-
mag.com

Love & happiness,

Sugar Mae

4 / [N |
Big Head Todd loves playing the blues at
the Blues On The Fox, Aurora, IL, 6/15/24

Lil' Ed at the newly renovated Lee's
Unleaded, Chicago, IL, 6/8/24

Joanne Shaw Taylor is from Britain's Black Country, Blues On The Fox, Aurora, IL 6/15/24.
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On The Road with the Big City Rhythm & Blues

SOCIAL & PLEASURE CLUB BLUES TOURS
2024-2025 Festivals & Special Events

¢ August 16-18, 2024
White Mountain
Boogie N’ Blues Festival
North Thornton, NH
whitemountain boogie.com

* August 30 & 31,2024
Peoria Blues & Heritage
Music Festival
Peoria, IL
peoriabluesandheritagefestival.com

* September 6-8, 2024
Wheatland Music Festival
Remus, MI
www.wheatlandmusic.org

¢ Oct. 9-12, 2024
King Biscuit Blues Festival
Helena, AR
www.kingbiscuitfestival.com

¢ Oct. 11-13, 2024
Crescent City Blues &
BBQ Festival
New Orleans, LA
www.jazzandheritage.org

* Oct. 26-Nov. 2, 2024
Legendary Rhythm & Blues
Cruise #41

oy

yio A ae e

Sugar & Junior, Pierce Stocking #11 lookout of North & South Bar Lakes,

Empire Bluff and Lake Michigan, 9-11-99.

Southeastern Caribbean
www.bluescruise.com

e January 5 - 12, 2025

Big Easy Cruise

www.bigeasycruise.com

Look For Our Booth At These
Wonderful Festivals!
Come Say Hi! To Sugar!

¢ Jan. 26-Feb. 2, 2025
Legendary Rhythm & Blues
Cruise #42 Eastern Caribbean

www.bluescruise.com

* February 28 - March 2, 2025
Clearwater Sea-Blues Festival
Clearwater, FL
www.myclearwater.com

* April 11-13, 2025
Tampa Bay Blues Festival
St. Petersburg, FL
www.tampabaybluesfest.com

e April 24 - May 4, 2025
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage
Festival
New Orleans, LA
www.nojazzfest.com

 May 30 - June 1, 2025
Michael Arnone Crawfish Fest
Augusta, NJ
www.crawfishfest.com

¢ June 13 & 14, 2025
Blues On The Fox
Aurora, IL
www.paramountaurora.com

Rosa’s Lounge

¢ Abbeville, LA Lee's Unleaded Blues
Richard Sale Barn Reggies
¢ Atlanta, GA Motor Row Brewery
Northside Tavern Space
Darwins Kingston Mines
Blind Willies Taylor Street Tap
Fat Matt's Lee's Unleaded Blues
¢ Ann Arbor ¢ Clarksdale, MS
The Ark Red’s Juke Joint
¢ Austin, TX Ground Zero
Antones ¢ Detroit, MI
The Continental Club i Third Man Records
Skylark Lounge Raven Lounge
+ Biloxi, Mississippi | Derts Marketplace
Ground Zero Biloxi Northern Lights

. PJ's Lager House
« Chicago, IL El Club
Buddy Guy’s Legends :

Token Lounge
* Florida

Skippers

Bradfordville blues club
* Fort Myers, FL
Buckingham Blues Bar

Token Lounge, Detroit

¢ Indianapolis, IN
Slippery Noodle

* Berwyn, IL
Fitzgerald’s

¢ Kansas City, MO
Knuckleheads

BB’s Lawnside Blues
& BBQ

 Kalkaska, MI
Kalkuska Lounge

¢ Los Angeles, CA
Harvelles Santa
Monica

Maui Sugar Mill Saloon
Baby Blues BBQ

¢ Madison, Wi

Red Rooster IN

* Massachuestts
Bull Run

¢ Memphis, TN

Rum Boogie

BB Kings

Wild Bills

"« Milwaukee, W

Mamies

e Nashville,TN
Bourbon Street
Blues&Boogie
Third Man Records
* New Orleans, LA
Tipitinas

House Of Blues
BJ's

Little Gem Theatre
Kermit's Mother-In -
Law Lounge

Maple Leaf Bar

* New York, NY
Terra Blues

55 Bar

* Ocean Springs, MS
The Shed

i The Julep Room

Junior’s Jukes-Big Gity Rhythm & Blues CGlubs

¢ Palatine, IL

Mac’s On Slade

¢ San Francisco, CA
Biscuits and Blues
The Saloon

Eli's Mile High Club
Yoshi’s Oakland

San Jose, CA

Poor House Bistro

* St Louis, MO

BB’s Jazz, Blues &
Soups

National Blues
Museum

Broadway Oyster Bar
* Wilimington, DE
St George’s Country
Store

¢ Zachary, LA

: Teddy’s Juke Joint

66 Big City Rhythm & Blues ® Aug.-Sept. 2024
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OCCASIONALLY

IMITATED... NEVER

REPLICATED!"

I.IIBC +41 Southeastern Caribbean - Oct. 26~Nov.

F?‘ Lauderdale to Oranjestad, Aruba & Willemstad, Curacao « Holland Amema E

Taj Mahal auintet - Kenny Wayne Shepherd - Christone “KingfishIn }ma
Ivan Neville & Dumpstaphunk - Tommy Castro & the Painkillers - Paul'Thorn’

Ronnie Baker Brooks - Vanessa Collier - Rick Estrin & the Hught:atsyl(’e'ﬁny Nea
Southern Hospitality w/ Victor Wainwright, Damon Fowler & JiP.Soar |
Deanna Bogart & the Blusionaires - Mr. Sipp - Selwyn Birchwood” 77
Mark Hummel presents a tribute to Little Walter w Anson Fungerb

Kid Andersen’s Greaseland All Stars - Joanna Connor Band - Jackie Venson - AII.‘?‘Ven

Studebaker John buo - Gabe Stillman Band - David Julia Band - Joe Waters 24 lBCSoIo ﬂ% n er) \\
Acoustic Acts: Doug MacLeod - Jontavious Willis w Andrew Alli
Piano Bar Hosts: Mitch Woods Club 88 - Rev. Billy C. Wirtz - Eden Brent - Da Davis \\
Frederick & Darnell Neal (ate Night Jam Rooms: Chuk Barber's Soul Lounge - Mr. Sipp’ i SugarfShaclr %%
Special Guests: Shari Puorto & more!
LRBC 42 Eastern Caribbean - Jan. 26~Feb. 2, 2025

Ft. Lauderdale to Tortola, St. Thomas & Dominican Republic « Holland America Rotterdam

Taj Mahal & the Phantom Blues Band - Kenny Wayne Shepherd - Booker T. Stax Revue
Ruthie Foster - The California Honeydrops - Ronnie Baker Brooks

Legendary R&B Revuew/ Tommy Castro, Magic Dick, Deanna Bogart & Bernard Allison

Colin James - Victor Wainwright & the Train - Tommy Castro & the Painkillers - Danielle Nicole Band
Sue Foley - Coco Montoya - Curtis Salgado - Mr. Sipp - Bernard Allison Band

Terrance Simien & the Zydeco Experience - Southern Avenue - The Phantom Blues Band

Wayne Baker Brooks - Dawn Tyler Watson - Dylan Triplett - D.K. Harrell - Blackburn Brothers

Dave Gross & Pat Harrington - BoomCHANK (sayers & Temple) - Piper & the Hard Times (24 I8¢ Band Winner)

Piano Bar Hosts: Mitch Woods Club 88 - Rev. Billy C. Wirtz - Kenny "Blues Boss” Wayne

Daryl Davis - Deanna Bogart - Travis Colby - Marcella Simien - Scottie Miller - Daryl Coutts

Late Night Jam Rooms: Chuk Barber's Soul Lounge - Mr. Sipp’s Sugar Shack « pius Special Guests!

BOTH CRUISES ARE SOLD OUT! JOIN A WAITLIST... LET'S GO BLUESIN'!"

PREBOOK NOW for LRBC #43 Sea Of Cortez with your $500 per cabin deposit (fully refundable)

- Sailing Oct. 25~Nov. 7, 2025 from San Diego to Cabo San Lucas, Loreto & La Paz on the Holland America Noningsdam

Blues(rmse.com (816) 753- 7979
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The blues. \t's still red-hot

in Mississippi.

Hey, hey, the blues is more than all right here in Mississippi. Just a stone'’s throw
from the legendary crossroads, you can catch performances from living legends and
young sensations. And you can get deep down into the roots of American music at
the B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center, the Delta Blues Museum, and
GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi. Find your rhythm at VisitMississippi.org/Blues.

#WanderMS
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Bobby Rush | Hal & Mal's | Jackson, Mississippi
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